POLICY: COMPUTER AND INTERNET USE 

POLICY NUMBER: 135
Date Approved:  June 10, 2010
The mission of the Alice B. Donahue Library and Archives is to provide library and information services and materials to further the educational, recreational and cultural needs of residents of the Town and County of Athabasca.

To support the achievement of that mission, the Library makes computer and Internet access from designated computers (and via a wireless network) available to all Library patrons.
Given the inherent limitations of filtering software and its impacts on the intellectual freedom of patrons, filters are not used by the Library.  The Library pursues a policy of shared responsibility among its staff, patrons, and parents or legal guardians of children under 18 years of age for the use of its computer and Internet facilities in a lawful manner and in a manner in accordance with this policy.  Failure to comply with this policy may result in loss of computer and Internet access.

A. Computer Use


1. Computer use is on a first-come-first-served basis.


2. No more than two people at a time will be allowed to use a single computer.


3. The Library will post rules with respect to the maximum time a patron may use

          a computer.  The Library reserves the right to restrict the time spent using a 
          computer at times of high demand.   


4. Patrons may bring their own files to edit.  The library does not provide storage

          media such as flash drives or disks.


5. The Library does not offer e-mail accounts.  Free web-based e-mail accounts 

          are available through various providers.


6. Patrons may not use Library computers for commercial gain.


7. Patrons may not use personal software on Library computers.
B. Internet Use 

The Internet is an unregulated, worldwide network.  It contains information and opinions that range in scope from reliable and authoritative to controversial, extremely offensive or dangerously inaccurate or outdated.   Users must assess the validity of the information found.  Users are responsible for the consequences of any action they take based on information found via the Internet.  Parents and guardians are responsible for the use their children make of the Internet.
1. Prohibited Uses

The Library prohibits the use of its workstations (and wireless network) for illegal 

purposes including, but not limited to: 

· Harassment, libeling or slandering of others 

· Fraud or invasion of privacy 

· Gambling 

· Display or dissemination of hate literature, child pornography, literature for illicit drug use, or obscene material 

· Display or dissemination of any material tending to deprive any person of his or her rights, to expose any person to hatred, or to affront human dignity 

· Downloading or printing copyright-protected material that is not in subscribed databases.  

Library also prohibits: 

· Viewing of pages that display pornography 

· Casino games, including, but not limited to: poker, Black Jack, roulette, slots, craps, Keno, Baccarat, and VLTs 

· Brutal, graphic, and/or sexual violence 

· Creating or distributing spam mail messages 

· Damaging or modifying the Library's computer equipment, software, or network 

· Use of multiple cards and/or use of other people's Library cards.
C. Fees

Computer and Internet use is free; however, there is a printing charge, which will be posted.

